
LIVING THE DREAM
When God Interrupts Your Pride

We Interrupt This Life Series (Part 3)
Texts: Matthew 1:18-25

Blessed Calamities

When Harry’s wife asked him to take their child to her first day at preschool, 
Harry ground his teeth. He knew he should be fine about this, but Harry was 
the CEO of a big company and the task frankly felt a little beneath him. “Does 
she not get how much rides on me and all I have to do?”  Miles away, Susan’s 
alarm clock failed to wake her. When she finally came to and saw how late it 
was, Susan nearly went ballistic: “Why do these things always happen to ME?! 
My morning is wrecked!” Away in another county, Bob was heading out the 
door to his car when he heard the telephone ring. Should he ignore the 
interruption? Arghh, he groaned, as he turned to run back inside “I don’t have 
time for this!”  For Debbie, it was her dawdling child that interrupted the 
program. He took forever to get anything done and now she’d be late dropping 
him off at childcare. Then there was the guy who missed his bus, and the 
woman who was caught in a fender-bender on the turnpike, and another one 
who had to take time to change her clothes when she spilled food on them at 
breakfast.

Every one of these people went through one of those nerve-jangling, teeth-
grinding, foot-tapping, palpitation-inducing INTERRUPTIONS of the kind that 
drive you and me crazy. Why do they upset us like that? Because we’re 
important people. OK, we’re not gods or the President or anything; but we’ve 
got places to go and things to do and plans to fulfill. We’re out there trying to 
live the dream or just hold it together. So when our chosen channel gets 
interrupted, it makes us angry and upset at God or others. It probably had all 
those sorts of effects on all those people I just described. And, as it turned out, 
those interruptions kept each of them from getting to work on time at the 
World Trade Center on the morning of September 11. 

Joseph’s Dream

When we meet him in Matthew chapter 1, Joseph has no idea yet that the 
interruption he is about to experience is actually a blessed calamity -- a crisis 
that will save him and countless people beyond him. No, on the day we meet 
him, Joseph is just out there trying to live the dream. When I say that, it’s 
important to stress that for Joseph, dreams were different than they are for 
some of us. They weren’t anything like the American Dream. Joseph never 
fantasized about getting into a big name college, or making millions, or 
winning a reality TV show. He never dreamed of being named Person of the 
Year. There was so little social mobility in Joseph’s world that he wouldn’t have 



seriously thought about doing substantially better than his parents had done or 
even of doing “great things for God.” 

No, if Joseph had dreams of his own, they were far simpler ones. He wanted to 
find a nice girl to marry, to put down roots in one place, to raise a son who 
could inherit his carpentry business. Joseph wanted to be respected in his 
family and by his village. If Joseph had a big dream at all, it was probably of 
living to a ripe old age and seeing the birth of extended family to carry on his 
spirit and work. “Give me an ordinary life, God.”

But, in the midst of this program, this channel Joe was into, the Triune God 
said: “We interrupt this life…” ”This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about:” the Bible reports. “His mother Mary was pledged to be married 
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 
child” (Matt 1:18). I don’t know how to do justice to what a nightmare this 
news had to be for Joseph. You see, when you’re an ordinary guy living in a 
pretty poor town in first century Israel, you don’t have much but at least you’ve 
got your pride. 

If you’re betrothed, as Joseph was, you take pride that you’ve found a good 
wife. Every Jewish boy and girl grew up hearing the description of the “Good 
Wife.” The Book of Proverbs chapter 31 famously said: “A wife of noble 
character… is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full 
confidence in her… She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her 
life… Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his 
seat among the elders of the land” (Prov 31:10-12, 23). Joseph very 
likely believed he had in Mary just such a wife. She was someone in whose 
loyalty he could have full confidence. She was someone who would bring him 
good, not harm, all the days of his life. She was a person whose partnership 
would not only make his domestic life easier but his public reputation greater. 
People would see the devotion Mary had to him and he would be respected at 
the city gate, able to build his business more easily, able to sit with pride 
among the elders of his community.

But that was before the calamity happened. That was before the interruption. 
As Tracey reminded us last week, the Jewish custom was that women remain 
virgins until they were betrothed to a man. There was an actual test for this that 
preceded betrothal. Assuming all was clear, the engagement ceremony took 
place, and the groom’s family paid to the bride’s family what in Hebrew was 
called a “mohar” or “bride price” (Gen 34:12; Ex 22:16; 1 Sam 18:25) 
Incidentally, this sum of money was almost always larger than the “dowry” (1 
Kings 9:16) which a bride’s father would give to his daughter at the wedding 
time to help the new couple establish a household. 

So Joseph’s family paid the appropriate price and things were set. Now, there 
was virtually no chance that Mary would get entangled in any way with another 



man. Her parents would be especially careful about that because there was both 
honor and money at stake. From the engagement on, Joseph and Mary were 
considered husband and wife. They would both remain completely chaste until 
their wedding day, when there would be a great musical procession that would 
accompany the couple as they walked from Mary’s house to Joseph’s house, 
where the marriage would finally be consummated by their physical union. This 
is how it was supposed to work. This was the well-grooved channel. “But,” the 
Bible says, “before they came together, [Mary] was found to be with 
child” (Matt 1:18). 

A Righteous Man

Now, as we were also told last week, the Old Testament law told you what to 
do should the normal program get interrupted like that. You needed to turn off 
the TV. Deuteronomy 22 reads: “If a man happens to meet in a town a 
virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, you shall take 
both of them to the gate of that town and stone them to death—the 
young woman because she was in a town and did not scream for help, 
and the man because he violated another man’s wife. You must purge 
the evil from among you” (Deut 22:23-24).

People in the ancient world felt that unless you dealt decisively with a disease 
like adultery, it would spread and the whole social order would become 
unstable. They felt similarly about sons who demanded their inheritance before 
their father died. It’s why the people who heard Jesus tell the parable of the 
Prodigal Son were aghast that the father in the story didn’t have the ingrate 
rebellious son stoned. Many of the rules of ancient societies were arranged 
around preserving the male authority figure’s pride. It wasn’t just a male ego 
thing. In a world where foreign armies, hostile tribes, and vicious bandits 
routinely savaged communities, strong men mattered to societies. Respect for 
the male authority figure was viewed as a crucial keystone to social stability. I 
know that’s hard to value in a Family Guy culture or a world where male power 
is too often abused, but this is the way it was.

And that is why what Joseph chose to do here is so remarkable. Don’t let your 
familiarity with this story keep you from being stunned by it. Joseph was 
completely within his rights to insist that Mary be investigated for adultery. 
They’d have put her through a trial. If she was found guilty she (and the other 
guy if he could be found) would be taken out, have their clothes torn to 
expose their nakedness, and then stoned to death. The women in the 
community would have cheered. It would be like one of those public hangings 
in the Old Wild West to which the whole town turned out. It wouldn’t have 
been pretty, but it would have guarded the social order. It would have 
maintained respect for marriage. Joe would avoid being the subject of whispers, 
pity, or jokes. His business and reputation would never be compromised by 
suspicion that he was a wimp or maybe the one who had broken the law and 



slept with Mary early.

But instead of allowing this agonizing interruption of his program to fire up his 
pride in what would have been natural and publicly approved outrage, Joseph 
made it an occasion to lay down his pride out of compassion for someone else. 
Matthew’s gospel says that: “Because Joseph [Mary’s] husband was a 
righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 
had in mind to divorce her quietly” (Matt 1:19).  

That’s an interesting definition of “righteous,” isn’t it? When we hear the word 
righteous we often think of someone riding their high horse, or asserting their 
rights, or adhering to the letter of the law. But in the life of Joseph, the word 
“righteous” gets different content. There it describes someone who could take 
rightful action to lord it over someone, who could have played the part of a 
judging God, but instead chose to sacrifice his pride and position in order to 
help someone nobody feels is worthy of such service. 

Does that remind you of anyone else? For me, it brings to mind Someone 
“who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; but made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, and being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death— even death on a cross!” – to save others. (Philippians 2:5-8)

God’s Dream

Matthew’s gospel goes on to tell us that an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins" (Matt 
1:20-21). In other words, this interruption of your pride and your program, 
Joseph… this thing that is going to make you late for the work you think that 
your life is all about… well, it is actually a blessed calamity – it's a crisis that 
God will use to bring about salvation for you and for so many others. 

That’s what I want you to think about as you go today. I want you to think 
about God’s dream for you. I invite you to consider that place in your life right 
now or just around the corner ahead, where everything in you says, “This 
shouldn’t be happening to me. I don’t deserve this. That person must pay.” 
You’re going to face some situation where you are within your rights to exact 
judgment. You’re going to be in a position where you’re going to feel like or 
look like a doormat if you don’t return evil for apparent evil. 

Maybe that person IS the bride of brood of Satan and needs to be stoned. But 
before you lift the rock or resolve to divorce yourself entirely from the mess, I 



want you to ask this question: What if this is God’s mess? What if this calamity 
that’s come upon me has the seed of blessing in it? What if God is asking me to 
lay down my pride and position, to even serve this person through whom I’ve 
been injured, so that God’s greater purposes can be born?

As I’ve said, Joseph had very modest dreams for his life. He just wanted a good 
wife. He just wanted to raise a son who would become a good carpenter. He 
just wanted to be respected by the village and have a family that would outlast 
him. But when the calamity came that endangered all of that, he chose to 
believe that it might be a Divine Interruption. And so instead of living his 
dream, he lived into God’s dream. He laid down his pride and became a servant 
to Mary. But it’s fascinating isn’t it? God gave him the greatest woman who’s 
ever lived. He gave Joseph a son who worked wonders with wood. He gave 
Joseph the respect of nations and a family that has long outlasted him.

What might God do if you and I allowed him to interrupt our pride, our 
position, our program and dedicated ourselves a whole lot more to being a 
servant in all the spheres in which you and I live? Let’s find out.

Please pray with me…
God, when I look hard at the figure of Joseph, I can’t help but be reminded of 
the One he adopted, cherished, and protected as his own son. Thank you for 
modeling for us what it looks like to live for service above self. Help us to do 
likewise, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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